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A Critical Assessment of Reza Shah’s Rule from the Perspective of
the Members of the Fourteenth Majlis (1943—-1945)

Parisa Karimianzadeh!, Hadi Vakili®, Abbas Sarafrazi®
Abstract

The Fourteenth National Parliament of Iran was the first relatively free
parliament to convene after the Fifth Majlis, following the collapse of
Reza Shah'’s dictatorship. It emerged in an open yet highly turbulent
political environment shaped by the presence of Allied forces, the
weakness of the central government, the newly established reign of
Mohammad Reza Shah, the disintegration of the military and security
apparatus, and the rise of diverse political factions. In addition to
addressing major strategic issues such as the presence of American
financial advisers, oil concessions, the withdrawal of foreign troops from
Iranian territory, and the Azerbaijan crisis, the Fourteenth Majlis
provided, for the first time in two decades, an opportunity for a critical
evaluation of Reza Shah’s rule. This study employs a descriptive-
analytical approach combined with quantitative and qualitative content
analysis. Its data were extracted from the verbatim proceedings of the 193
sessions of the Fourteenth Parliament (1943—1945). It seeks to answer the
following questions: Which aspects of Reza Shah's rule attracted the
greatest criticism from members of parliament? In which year was
criticism most intense, and which representatives, parliamentary factions,
or political parties were its principal proponents? The findings indicate
that the most frequent criticisms concerned the rubber-stamp parliaments,
the absence of freedom of speech and press, the performance of the
Ministry of Culture, tribal policies, the military, the Trans-Iranian
Railway project, and the Ministry of Health. The year 1944 witnessed the
highest volume of criticism. Among individual representatives, Dr.
Mohammad Mossadegh, representing the Independent Deputies' faction,

1. PhD Candidate, Department of History, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad.
2. Associate Professor, Department of History, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad.

3. Associate Professor, Department of History, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad.



VE00 Blils 5 gy 10 5kt coiin Sl o goDel B! (bl Dl Aolikadd 33 ovniviiiiisiiaens A

emerged as the leading critic of Reza Shah, while the Tudeh
parliamentary faction voiced the largest number of criticisms overall.
Other prominent critics included Gholamhossein Rahimian, Seyyed Zia
al-Din Tabataba'i (National Will Party—Homeland Faction), and Ali
Dashti (Justice Party—Independent Faction). These criticisms not only
reflected the spirit of political liberalization that followed Reza Shah's
abdication but also functioned as a means of reconstructing political
legitimacy in contrast to the previous regime.

Keywords: Reza Shah; Fourteenth Parliament, Pahlavi II; Parliamentary
Proceedings, Critical.
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A Study of the Representation of Societal Values in Pre-
Revolutionary Cinema

Masoud Bathaei' /Noureddin Nemati’

Abstract

Shifts in social values and beliefs play a decisive role in shaping human
worldviews and can fundamentally alter the trajectory of collective
behaviors, attitudes, and decision-making processes. Profound changes in
societal beliefs not only impact individuals' daily lives but can also pave
the way for social movements, protests, and even revolutions.
Revolutionary values—particularly those rooted in a society's religious
and cultural convictions—require representation across various cultural
and artistic spheres to become established and widespread. By
reproducing and reflecting these values, media and art act as
intermediaries between ideas and society, enabling a broad influence on
public opinion. In this context, cinema—as one of the most powerful
modern media—can represent social values and beliefs in symbolic and
visual forms; the representation of cultural and religious values in pre-
revolution Iranian cinema is a prime example of this trend.

This article examines the role of cinema in shaping the 1979 Revolution
by employing content analysis and tracing the symbolic representation of
societal values in the pre-revolution era. The central research question
asks how cinema influenced the transformation of beliefs and the
reinforcement of societal values. The study hypothesizes that during the
Second Pahlavi era, certain films contributed to the creation of a
revolutionary atmosphere by representing and promoting societal values.

Keywords: Cinema, Islamic Revolution, revolutionary values, New Wave
cinema, Film-Farsi.
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University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author). n.nemati@ut.ac.ir.

2. M.A. in History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Tehran, Tehran,
Iran. masoudbathaee@gmail.com.
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Oman's Approach to the Triple Islands After the Islamic Revolution,
Based on Documents

Badrjahan Ebrahiminejad'/ Mahboube Sharafi*"/ Sina Forouzesh’

Abstract

After Britain's withdrawal from the Persian Gulfin 1971, Iran, as a peacemaker
in region, reached an understanding with the Sheikhs of Sharjah and Ras al-
Khaimah regarding the return of the islands of Tunb and Abu Musa to Iran. In
1992, two decades later, the issue of the islands' ownership became a point of
contention again. However, based on the archive of secret British documents,
long before the UAE took any action, in the early days of the Ba athist regime’s-
imposed war against Iran, Oman collaborated with Iraq to seize the islands and
adopted contradictory policies in this regard. Understanding the origin and
causes of Oman's approaches, given its geopolitical position in the region, is
essential. This research, using a descriptive-analytical method and drawing on
library and documentary sources, examines Oman's diplomacy concerning this
issue. The main research question is: What positions did Oman adopt regarding
the UAE's claim after the Islamic Revolution, and why? It is hypothesized that
Oman, relying on superior power, adopted two approaches: first, in the early
days of the Iran-Iraq War, it supported Iraq in seizing the islands, and then it
emphasized resolving the dispute through diplomatic means. The reasons for
these positions were the fall of the monarchy, the sudden change in regional
conditions, and an attempt to restore the previous order; and then the
acceptance of the status quo and an emphasis on maintaining it through
Strategic negotiations to preserve regional stability.

Keywords: Triple Islands, Oman, Iran, UAE, Ba’athist regime’s-imposed
war against Iran
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Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/10/02 : CIA-RDP08C01287R000500120001-5

25X1
Iran: The Persian
_ Gulf Islands Dispute 25X1
Overview Iran’s occupation of three small Persian Gulf islands—Greater and Lesser

Tunbs and Abu Musa—has emerged as a major source of friction between
Iran and its Arab neighbors, especially Iraq.

The islands occupy a strategic position at the mouth of the Strait of Hormuz.
Iran first took over the islands when the Shah’s troops occupied them on

e 30 November 1971. In late March this year, President Bani-Sadr told Arab
journalists that the new regime plans to hold onto the islands despite Arab
requests that they be turned over to the United Arab Emirates/ ?2552

Iraq has been the most vocal advocate of the Arab cause. In early April
Baghdad publicly demanded that the islands be returned to Arab
sovereignty, and Baghdad radio has kept up a steady stream of attacks on
Tehran for holding onto the islands. Baghdad’s ulterior motive is to rally
Arab support for its campaign-against Iran.

25X1
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WASHINGTON TELNO 4135 OF 26 SEPTe IRAN/ 1R AQ,

1. 1 WAS SUMMONED TO SEE THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR FOREIGN
AFFAIRS THIS MORNING, QAIS ZAWAWE EXPLAINED THAT A HIGH~LEVEL
IRAG] DELEGATION HAR YISITED THE SULTAN (N SALALAH YESTERDAY

TO REQUEST ASSISTANCE IN. THEIR CUWFLICT WITH IRAN. WHEN | PRESSED
HIM HE ADMITTED THAT A DECISION HAD BEZH TAKEH IN PRINGIFLE TO GFFER
THE IRAQIS FACHLITIES TO MOUNT OPERATIONS AGASNST THE TUNBS AND
ABU MUSA AND ALSO TO TOTAKE CARE DF'? JRAN| AN NAYAL UNITS,

HE HWOQULD HOT BE BRAWN OH THE TIMESCALE BUT IT (s ALMOST CERTAINLY
IMBINENT (SEE NavAL ATTACHES TELMO La/x LG/LAL OF 27 SEPT

T TO ALL, GMAN HAD GOME TO THE CONGLYSION THAT, SUCH WAS THE
DEGREE OF INSTABILITY IN THE GULF ARGA CAUSED BY THE

KHOMEINY HEGIHE THAT THEY FELT OBLIGED TO GIVE ASSISTANGE

TO THE 1RAQIE, '
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2 | SAID THAT 1 uns SPEAKING WITHOUT SPECIFIC THETRUCTIONS B
THAT THE BRITISH VIEW Whs THAT THE AREA OF CONFLICT SHOULD BE
LEMITED AND A PEACEFUL SOLUTION Z0UGHT. | DID HOT THINK THAT
THE DBRITISH GOVERWMENT wWQULD BE {N FAVOUR OF THE OPERATION,

WE HAD ADHIRED THE EVEH-HANDEDNESS SHOUN BY THE OMANIS IN THE
FIRST DAYS OF THE CONFLIGT. | ASKED WHETHER THE OMANIE HAD
CONSIDERED THE DANGERS OF RETALIATION FROM [R&N AND ALSD THE
DANGERS OF THE IRANIANS HAUPER NG FREEDOM OF PASSAGE IN THE
STRAITS OF

HORMUZ, ON RETALIATION, ZAWAW] SAID THAT THIS HAD

OF COUTSE HEEM LOHBIDERED. THE QMAIIS HAD FAITH I8 THEIR AIR
DEFENCE SYSTEM, AND *7THIS WOULD GLE A GOOD TEST?Y, HE SprmEd T¢
BELIEVE (UNREALISTICALLY 10 MY YISW) THAT |T WOULD BE SOME DAYS
BEFORE THE {RANFANS BISCOVERED THL ZASE FROM WHICH THE CPERATION
WAS LAUNCHED.OH HORMUZ, ZAWAW] THOUCHT THAT THE OPERATION WOULD
HELP GUARANTEE FREE PASSAGE. | ASKED WMETHER THE OMANIS CXPECTED
THE US FLEET TO COME TD THEIR ASE{STANCE [N THE EVENT OF
DIFFIGULTIES, HE REPLIED THAT THIS WAS THE PUSPOSE OF THE ACCERS
ASREEMENT, MY US COLLEAGE p WHOO WAS ALBO SUMMONED FOR THE SANE
PUSPOSE TODAY, CLAIMS HOWEVER THAT ZAWAWI®S ASSUMPTION MAY BE
PREMATUIE,

3. FINALLY | MADE THE POIHT THAT GMAN WOULD XVE TO LIVE WITH
ANY FUTURE IRANIAM REGIME AND THAT THE LATYER, WHATEYER
COMPLEXION IT MICHT TAKE, COULY WELL WARBOUR A GRUDSE AGAINST
OMAMI PARTICIPATION 1K THIS ADVEMTURE. SINCE THFE ISLANDS
WOLLD PRESUMALLY EVENTUALLY REVERT 70 THE SYATES OF THE Uaf,
SWHY SHOULD NOT THEY, RATHLR THAM THE OMANIS PROVIDE THE FACILITIES?
BALE MERELY COMMENTED THAT THE SULTAN HAD DECIDED AND
THAT THESE WERE RiSKS THE CMANIS WOULD HAVE TO TAKE. N AMY
CASE THE LAE COULD NOT PROVIDE ADEQUATE FATILATIES. WHEN | ASKED
1M WHETHER HE THOUGHT RHOMEIMI WOULD REALLY RE 0UT OF THE PICTURE
11 A MATTER O@F DAYS HE 541D THAT 1T WAS ONLY & QUESTION OF HUTHS
AT THE MOST AMD THAT HE WAS CONVINGID ANY FUTURE REGIME woUuLD
SEE THE WISHOM QF THE OMANI ACTHOR

Lo KT 13 HOT CLEAR WHETHER, BN CEVING WD ABD THE AMERICANS THIS
FUREWANMING THE OMANES GenlIHALY 2184 TO MEED OUR YIS, THES R
MAY 1N ANY CASE BE LITTLE TIHE, AuD ! WIULD JUDGE THAT 1T WiLL
BE BIFFICULT TO CHANGE THE E LR IIED MOV THAT HE HAS Glund
SOME BORT OF UNDERTAYLNZ %0 PRATE Ge NEVERTHELESS | MAVE

=

URGED DELAY ON zadawl AMD w0ULD UF SRATEFUL il .'_I_-,- EHT JNeTIuCTINNS



.................................................. }L»«v‘jk:;;b‘g;am‘ u)ﬁ;l)lwm@w ‘)':'.lJ} JL\E): QLQ-G bé)}

S DIFEICULT TO GHANGE THE ©ULTA
0ME SORT OF UNDERTAKING TO [HE 1RANIS. NEVERTHILESS | HAVE

URGED DELAY ON Zadadl AND WOULD SE GIATCFUL FOO UNGENT THSTRUCTIUNS,
FAWAWL HAS THVITED OUR FURTHER VIEWS AS S00M AS THEY ARE RECEIVED.
MY US COLLEAGUE HMAZ RESFONDED FH SIMILAR WEIN SEM] COLOM AND
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Intellectual and Cultural Foundations and Principles of Modernist Islamic
Organizations after September 1941

Faride bavaryan’

Abstract

With the exile of Reza Shah in the 1940s, a climate of freedom prevailed
in the country, providing a broad and valuable opportunity for the return
of religious forces to the political and social arena.An opportunity that
allowed them, like the leftist and nationalist movements, to repair the
damages of Reza Shah’s rule and resume their activities. Considering the

significance of the Islamist movement, the present study seeks, through a
historical approach and using a descriptive-analytical method, to
examine the intellectual and cultural foundations and principles of a
portion of this broad movement. This segment, known as the ‘“religious
reformist movement,” has manifested itself in the form of modernist
Islamic organizations. Organizations that were the product of this
group’s thought in the arena of Iran’s tense political and social
developments during that period. The findings of the research, utilizing
library, documentary, and periodical resources, indicate that:
Prioritizing cultural activities, these organizations sought to make
religious pamphlets, newspapers, and magazines accessible to the
general public, especially in the Islamic world, in accordance with the
needs of the world at that time. They also aimed to adapt Islamic
advocacy and propagation to the requirements of the era. In doing so,
while reviving the customs and traditions of religious modesty, they
addressed various forms of irreligion and combated despotism and
colonialism.

Keywords: Religious reformist movement, Reza Shah, colonialism,
despotism, cultural activity.

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies,
University [lam, [lam, Iran
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The Reaction of the Arab Community of Khuzestan to the First
Pahlavi Unveiling Policy: From Migration to Compliance

Mohamad albuali’

Abstract

The decree mandating the unveiling of Iranian women (Kashf-e Hijab) is
regarded as one of the most significant and controversial cultural policies
of the First Pahlavi state. The implementation of this policy across
different regions of the country required diverse approaches and
measures, shaped by varying social, cultural, and ethnic contexts. As one
of Iran’s major ethnic regions, the Arab community of Khuzestan was
directly exposed to the enforcement of this decree. The main question of
this study is how the unveiling policy was practically pursued within the
Arab society of Khuzestan and what kinds of reactions it elicited among
this ethnic community. Adopting a historical approach and drawing on
primary  sources—including  archival — documents, administrative
correspondence, and periodicals from the First Pahlavi era—this
research examines both the mechanisms of policy implementation and
local responses. The findings indicate that government agents relied
primarily on two strategies to enforce the unveiling policy in Khuzestan:
first, the use of formal state institutions, particularly administrative
bodies and the official education system, and second, reliance on local
sheikhs and elites who, depending on their social position, political
considerations, and material interests, in some cases cooperated with the
policy. The results also demonstrate that the reactions of the Arab
community of Khuzestan were far from uniform, encompassing a wide
spectrum of behaviors ranging from social disobedience and cultural
resistance to withdrawal and migration to neighboring territories,
especially Iraq. These responses suggest that the unveiling policy not only
failed to strengthen the centralizing and identity-building project of the
First Pahlavi state in Khuzestan, but also became a source of social
tension and contributed to the weakening of state—society relations in the
region.

1. PhD in Post-Islamic Iranian History , Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran.
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Examining how the "terror crisis'" was managed in 1979
(case study of the Furqan group)

Hasan Rahimi roushan' / Amia Azami’

Abstract

After the victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran in 1979, the Revolution
was simultaneously involved in multiple crises. The “terror crisis” was
one of the dangerous and important crises that the “Forghan Group”
inflicted on the Islamic Republic of Iran in the first months of the victory
of the revolution. Like all crises, this crisis went through a “crisis cycle”
including emergence, peak, expansion, and decline, so it has all the
conditions that a full-fledged crisis has. The question of the article is:
given the relatively anarchic atmosphere of 1979, how was the Forghan
Group crisis, as the ‘“first terror crisis,” managed? This article, relying
on “crisis management theories,” uses an analytical-descriptive method,
library tools, and a review of existing documents to examine the Forghan
Group terror crisis and how this crisis was managed. The hypothesis of
this article is formulated as follows: considering the chaotic atmosphere
prevailing in the first year of the revolution and in the absence of
intelligence and security organizations, as well as considering the time
and place requirements, the solution adopted at different stages of
confronting the Furqan group - among the different methods and patterns
- was the "contingency method". Therefore, after reviewing the existing
documents and documents the crisis process, the article confirms the
hypothesis; and shows that the officials at the time of the revolution were
affected by the field requirements and were able to stop the terror crisis
at that stage.

Keywords: Crisis, Furgan Group, Crisis Management. Islamic Revolution.
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Examining the Stance of Fars Newspaper Toward the Spread
of Bolshevism in Iran
(1337-1339 AH)

Reza Moeini Roudbali'/ Zeynab ghanbarynejad’s Shamsedin amrai &’

Abstract

With the outbreak of World War I and its expansion into Asia, Iran was
not spared from its consequences. Despite declaring neutrality, the
country was occupied by the Allied forces. After the October Revolution
of 1917 in Russia and the Bolsheviks’ rise to power over the Tsarist
regime, their humanitarian slogans and support for the working class
influenced parts of Iranian society, and fostering hopes for establishing a
society based on equality.

This article, using a descriptive—analytical method and based on the
content of Fars newspaper, examines the newspaper’s stance regarding
the spread of Bolshevism in Iran. The main question of the article is:
What was the approach of Fars newspaper toward the expansion of
Bolshevik ideology in Iran and the efforts to counter it ?

The findings show that Fars newspaper, by raising awareness of the
nature of Bolshevism and the dangers posed by Bolshevik activities in
Iran and the world, criticized their deceptive slogans and referred to the
bitter experiences of neighboring countries such as Afghanistan and
India, while highlighting the resistance of powers like France and the
United States against this ideology. Through political and cultural
approaches, Fars sought to curb the spread of Bolshevism in Iran.

Culturally, by pointing to the Bolsheviks’ attempts to destroy religion and
national identity, the newspaper appealed to Shia scholars and clerics to
counter the misguided beliefs and play a role in preserving and
strengthening Iranian and Shi‘i culture. The newspaper’s efforts to
expose the separatist and divisive nature of Russian Bolsheviks

1 . Assistant Professor, Department of history, Farhangian University, P.O. Box 889-14665,
Tehran, Iran. ( Corresponding Author)

2. Assistant Professor, Department of History,shiraz University, shiraz, Iran

3 . Assistant Professor, Department of History, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran.
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(communists) played an effective role in distancing Iranians from
Bolshevist and communist thought.

Keywords: World War I, Iran, Fars newspaper, Soviet Union, Bolshevism
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Documentary Analysis of the Second Pahlavi's Policies in Controlling
Muharram andSafar Mournings in Shahrekord()4VA-Y41Y)

Zahra Begum Alibeigi'/ Soraya Abbasi Qeidari/ Sadeq Salimibeni®

Abstract

In addition to their religious functions, the mourning rituals of Muharram
and Safar in contemporary Iran have also had political and mobilization
functions. The second Pahlavi government, realizing the connection
between Muharram and Safar and political resistance, considered these
rituals a potential threat to its stability and implemented extensive control
policies on them. This study, using a descriptive and analytical method
and citing documents and sources, examines the policies and mechanisms
of the second Pahlavi government in controlling mourning ceremonies in
Shahrekord city and seeks to answer the following questions: 1- What
were the control policies of the second Pahlavi government on Muharram
and Safar ceremonies in Shahrekord and what impact did this have on the
religious-political actions of the local community?

The findings show that the government sought to control the connection
between mourning and the movement of Imam Khomeini (RA) through
tools such as monitoring preachers, issuing limited permits, influencing
delegations, and closing influential gatherings, But in practice, these
policies led to the strengthening of the discourse of religious resistance
and the expansion of revolutionary mobilization. The innovation of the
research lies in its focus on the local level of Shahrekord and the
systematic use of security documents, which reveal the neglected
dimensions of the confrontation between religion and power.
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14665, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding author)

2. Assistant Professor, Department of History Education, Farhangian University, P.O.
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The Preconditions of Republican Thought in Iran (1963-1979)

Amir Abbasi /Hojat Fallh Totkar

Abstract

Following the events of 15 Khordad 1342 (5June 1963), the institution of
religion and the clergy, which had historically constituted the principal
obstacle to republicanism in Iran, adopted a neutral position toward the
dichotomy between the “divine right of the Shah” and the “non-religious
nature of the republic. ” From that time until the 1979 Revolution, three
major currents sought to establish a republican form of government: the
Islamist current led by Ayatollah Khomeini, Ayatollah Taleghani, Mehdi
Bazargan, Ali Shariati, and Abolhassan Banisadr; the Mojahedin-e Khalg
Organization (MEK), inspired by the ideas of Mohammad Hanifnejad,
and the Organization of Iranian People's Fedai Guerrillas, whose
principal theorists included Bijan Jazani and Masoud Ahmadzadeh.
Drawing upon the theoretical framework of Liberation Theology and
employing a descriptive-analytical method, this study seeks to explain
why, after the 15 Khordad uprising, republicanism—understood as a
synthesis of modern republicanism and political Islam—emerged as the
dominant discourse among opponents of the Pahlavi regime, and how
different political currents interpreted the concept of the republic.

The findings indicate that the failure of the Second National Front (1960—
1962), the implementation of land reform, and the growing discontent
among traditional social classes, together with the influence of Liberation
Theology, created the conditions for the rise of republican thought. The
Islamist current viewed the republic as a people-centered political system
characterized by political pluralism and the decentralization of power.
The Mojahedin-e Khalg regarded the republic as an instrument for
combating imperialism and exploitation. In contrast, the Fedai Guerrillas
considered it a transitional stage on the path toward socialism, in which
concepts such as democracy and popular sovereignty assumed only
secondary importance. This article demonstrates that republicanism in
pre-revolutionary Iran was not a singular concept but rather a contested
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discursive arena shaped by competing democratic, justice-oriented, and
ideological interpretations. The consequences of this contestation can
also be observed in the institutional ambiguities that emerged following
the establishment of the Islamic Republic.

Keywords: Republicanism; Liberation Theology; Mojahedin-e Khalq
(MEK); Fedai Guerrillas; Islamist Movements.
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An Approach to the Media Function of the Press on the Eve of the
Revolution: A Study of Iran's Political and Social Developments in the
Ayandegan Newspaper (The Second to fourteenth of February, 1978)

Ali Asghar Rajabi'/ Atena Arabestani’

Abstract

The Iranian Islamic Revolution, which reached its climax with the return
of Imam Khomeini to Iran on 12 Bahman 1357 (February Ist 1979),
represents a turning point in the country's socio-political history. This
event not only transformed Iran's political structure but also had
profound implications for its foreign relations and influenced the
positions adopted by other countries. meanwhile, the press particularly
newspapers played a significant role in reflecting the political
atmosphere and shaping public opinion.

Using a descriptive-analytical approach, this study examines the issues of
Ayandegan newspaper published in Bahman 1357, focusing on the period
from the Shah's departure from Iran to Imam Khomeini's return. The
research aims to analyse the media functions and role of Ayandegan as
one of the country's leading newspapers during the final two weeks
preceding the victory of the Iranian Islamic Revolution(January—22"
February 3", 1979).

The findings indicate that Ayandegan, benefiting from the relative
freedom of the press during this period, played an important role in
accelerating the collapse of the Pahlavi regime by extensively reporting
domestic developments, publishing Imam Khomeini's statements and
speeches, and directing public opinion towards the revolutionary
movement. Content analysis of the newspaper demonstrates that the press
functioned as an effective instrument for shaping social mobilisation and
exerted an undeniable influence on the course of the revolutionary
movement.

1 . sistant Professor, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Kharazmi
University, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author).

2 . Master's Student in the History of the Islamic Revolution, Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran.
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During this critical period, Ayandegan was not merely a passive observer
of events. Rather, through the selection, framing, and prominence it gave
to particular news stories, the newspaper emerged as an active
participant in the political process and made a significant contribution to
shaping public perceptions of unfolding events.

Keywords: Ayandegan newspaper; Iranian Islamic Revolution; media
function; Iranian press; Bahman 1357 (January—February 1979).
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Analyzing the role of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari cultural figures
in the Islamic Revolution

Ghasem Fattahi'/Darab Zafarian ?, Hojjatollah Shirvani 3

Abstract

The aim of the present article is to examine the role of educators in
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari in the formation and victory of the Islamic
Revolution, based on the ideas of the Swedish scholar Torsten
Hdgerstrand, the theorist of the "diffusion” concept. This study,
employing a descriptive—analytical approach and relying on documentary
methods and oral history, investigates the role of educators in the process
of shaping and achieving the victory of the Islamic Revolution in
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari. The main research question is: How, and
through what means, did educators participate in the developments
leading to the formation and victory of the Islamic Revolution of
February 1979 in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari? The findings show that
the educators of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari, through various strategies
and methods, were among the influential groups in the struggle against
the Pahlavi regime. Teachers and instructors, at the height of
revolutionary struggles in 1978 and even in the preceding years, made
significant efforts to raise awareness among students and the masses in
order to fight against the rule of the second Pahlavi monarch and to
support the revolutionary movement. They played a highly important and
decisive role in the victory of the Islamic Revolution of February 1979 in
the province.

Keywords: Educators, Islamic Revolution, Pahlavi, Chaharmahal and
Bakhtiari.
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Iraqi Prisoners of War and the Issue of Their Custody during the
Iran—Iraq War (1980-1988)

Sabah Khosravizadeh ! /Majid Shahhoseini ?

Abstract

This study examines the issue of the custody and administration of Iraqi
prisoners of war (POWs) in Iran during the Iran—Iraqg War (1980—1988).
The capture of enemy combatants is an inevitable consequence of armed
conflicts. Following the substantial increase in the number of Iraqi
POWs—particularly after Operation Fath al-Mobin—Iranian wartime
authorities faced significant challenges in organizing their detention,
accommodation, and the provision of their basic needs. Accordingly, this
study investigates the management of POW camps, the accommodation of
Iraqi prisoners, and the provision of their essential requirements within
the political and administrative context of post-Revolutionary Iran.
International inspections and reports concerning the conditions of POW
camps also constituted an important concern for Iranian authorities. The
central question addressed in this research is how Iranian officials
managed the growing number of Iraqi prisoners and what measures they
adopted regarding their accommodation and the provision of their
essential needs.

Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, this study is based on
documentary evidence preserved in the Sacred Defense Documents
Center. The findings indicate that, prior to the establishment of the
Commission for the Administration of Iraqi Prisoners of War,
responsibility for the custody of POWs rested with the Military Police
Headquarters and Army units, operating according to established
regulations governing prisoners' accommodation and logistical support.
Following the establishment of the Commission and its specialized
committees, however, the administration of Iraqi POWs evolved from a

1. Assistant Professor of History, Research Institute for Documents, National Archives

and Library of Iran, Tehran, Iran.
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predominantly military framework into a more integrated and specialized
administrative system with broader supervisory authority. This
institutional transformation resulted in a more systematic organization of

prisoners' accommodation, custody, and the provision of their essential
needs.

Keywords: Iran—Iraq War; Sacred Defense; Iraqi Prisoners of War
(POWs); Commission for the Administration of Iraqi Prisoners of War;
Prisoner Accommodation; POW Camps; Prisoners' Welfare.
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