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Oman's Approach to the Triple Islands After the Islamic Revolution,
Based on Documents

Badrjahan Ebrahiminejad'/ Mahboube Sharafi*"/ Sina Forouzesh’

Abstract

After Britain's withdrawal from the Persian Gulfin 1971, Iran, as a peacemaker
in region, reached an understanding with the Sheikhs of Sharjah and Ras al-
Khaimah regarding the return of the islands of Tunb and Abu Musa to Iran. In
1992, two decades later, the issue of the islands' ownership became a point of
contention again. However, based on the archive of secret British documents,
long before the UAE took any action, in the early days of the Ba’athist regime’s-
imposed war against Iran, Oman collaborated with Iraq to seize the islands and
adopted contradictory policies in this regard. Understanding the origin and
causes of Oman's approaches, given its geopolitical position in the region, is
essential. This research, using a descriptive-analytical method and drawing on
library and documentary sources, examines Oman's diplomacy concerning this
issue. The main research question is: What positions did Oman adopt regarding
the UAE's claim after the Islamic Revolution, and why? It is hypothesized that
Oman, relying on superior power, adopted two approaches: first, in the early
days of the Iran-Iraq War, it supported Iraq in seizing the islands, and then it
emphasized resolving the dispute through diplomatic means. The reasons for
these positions were the fall of the monarchy, the sudden change in regional
conditions, and an attempt to restore the previous order; and then the acceptance
of the status quo and an emphasis on maintaining it through strategic
negotiations to preserve regional stability.

Keywords: Triple Islands, Oman, Iran, UAE, Ba’athist regime’s-imposed
war against Iran
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Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/10/02 : CIA-RDP08C01297R000500120001-5
Top Secret

25X1
Iran: The Persian
Gulf Islands Dispute 25X1
Overview Iran’s occupation of three small Persian Gulf islands—Greater and Lesser

Tunbs and Abu Musa—has emerged as a major source of friction between
Iran and its Arab neighbors, especially Iraq.

kS

The islands occupy a strategic position at the mouth of the Strait of Hormuz.
Iran first took over the islands when the Shah’s troops occupied them on

ER 30 November 1971. In late March this year, President Bani-Sadr told Arab
journalists that the new regime plans to hold onto the islands despite Arab
requests that they be turned over to the United Arab Emirates/ ?2.‘55(1

Iraq has been the most vocal advocate of the Arab cause. In early April
Baghdad publicly demanded that the islands be returned to Arab
sovereignty, and Baghdad radio has kept up a steady stream of attacks on
Tehran for holding onto the islands. Baghdad’s ulterior motive is to rally
Arab support for its campaign-against Iran.

25X1
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