@: 10.22034/irs.2026.571045.1346

Scientific Journal of ol OB (galenl Dl aaldad 5
“Documentary Researches of
the Islamic Revolution” V800 0kl 5 ole V0 55lad i L
Vol 8. No 15, spring and summer 2026, pp 167-198 VWVo14A ol

Sl Bl 5l eyl ke Sl S 4 Ol e Aaelar ST
\L}&}J\Jw

oS>

oz Ko slacls oy 5 Slalilio 5 o mgs 3 S el Ol ol S Ol
Slacsl b cliza piS il blo s Coanlew ol (sl bl o et ol (solg
Olsiots Ol 3t o dmolem g Tslito ol 5 Loty s 3BT p plis (o35 5 Sin b o olo]
ol ey S UL Ol ] Sl me o3 eien b age o8 Slaciem TS
5o lbogd ax b Ol e duale > Cls CidS Gl &S Gl OF iagn ool
oSl ol pl Obo 3 [ plo 28Ty 4 ol ol 5 b (6250 Aoe (sla) S50
Sl ‘L;,,@/’;uw/a@j/‘dj/w;@wﬂ@ﬁ,ﬁ by 2l 5, Ko b bl inys
OIS, S Las o QL pdmi (glaadsl w0l fal?u'/ iJol sl so0 LT o bl
(sl i3 s 0, 0 gt o3l Dlas Ol jort 45 Cloam CilS Col (5ol (5 oo o m
& (ST i3 s ey il plBT 5 (Sl (slaolSons 0 st 3o oy (slaslyl I aolizl
el b slse 3 igols wilio 5wl SlimDlo ploi] Coripo b oS oo OIS 5 Aand
e duale ST oS Sl O I Sl e ek pld il OLY alias Gl
o olaim] o U 15055 o s [y Lyl Sl b s 35 Gl G e (S 4 Ol
Lo 28Ty ol Lo 0 st Sl smmat (Slama o 0 Comlpo 5 (S Sa)lS b axd S S 5 gl
oo jlaco s 5 LIS S i 55s [,.:.(;u" v gl Ol IS il 45T a0 oL
i g plaml sl b g sl ole 4o AL lle (b Ol iz o Sl (s lgy

A Jb aibio o dmele o SS90 g

DRl O i g ol (Gl ke 5 Slusl 8aSils (@Ol day O ! Eb S

m.albuali777@gmail.com



V600 Ol 5l 10 55led coniin S oSl OB (ol Dlidos Malla 33 wovenrenrecicierieas VA

c&l.ml?-‘ ‘_;LAUZ.'S\) ‘d)\ LSJ’LE C,Jj: ‘QL”WUJ;- e dxol> ggb.:;- PRAY blf;b.x:.ls

RO



L C OO Sed b O o lge 51 il sl Ol CAES 4 Ol s oo daals STy

The Reaction of the Arab Community of Khuzestan to the First
Pahlavi Unveiling Policy: From Migration to Compliance

Mohamad albuali’

Abstract

The decree mandating the unveiling of Iranian women (Kashf-e Hijab) is
regarded as one of the most significant and controversial cultural policies
of the First Pahlavi state. The implementation of this policy across
different regions of the country required diverse approaches and
measures, shaped by varying social, cultural, and ethnic contexts. As one
of Iran’s major ethnic regions, the Arab community of Khuzestan was
directly exposed to the enforcement of this decree. The main question of
this study is how the unveiling policy was practically pursued within the
Arab society of Khuzestan and what kinds of reactions it elicited among
this ethnic community. Adopting a historical approach and drawing on
primary  sources—including  archival — documents, administrative
correspondence, and periodicals from the First Pahlavi era—this
research examines both the mechanisms of policy implementation and
local responses. The findings indicate that government agents relied
primarily on two strategies to enforce the unveiling policy in Khuzestan:
first, the use of formal state institutions, particularly administrative
bodies and the official education system, and second, reliance on local
sheikhs and elites who, depending on their social position, political
considerations, and material interests, in some cases cooperated with the
policy. The results also demonstrate that the reactions of the Arab
community of Khuzestan were far from uniform, encompassing a wide
spectrum of behaviors ranging from social disobedience and cultural
resistance to withdrawal and migration to neighboring territories,
especially Iraq. These responses suggest that the unveiling policy not only
failed to strengthen the centralizing and identity-building project of the
First Pahlavi state in Khuzestan, but also became a source of social
tension and contributed to the weakening of state—society relations in the
region.

1. PhD in Post-Islamic Iranian History , Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran.
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