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An Approach to the Media Function of the Press on the Eve of the
Revolution: A Study of Iran's Political and Social Developments in the
Ayandegan Newspaper (The Second to fourteenth of February, 1978)

Ali Asghar Rajabi'/ Atena Arabestani’

Abstract

The Iranian Islamic Revolution, which reached its climax with the return
of Imam Khomeini to Iran on 12 Bahman 1357 (February Ist 1979),
represents a turning point in the country's socio-political history. This
event not only transformed Iran's political structure but also had
profound implications for its foreign relations and influenced the
positions adopted by other countries. meanwhile, the press particularly
newspapers played a significant role in reflecting the political
atmosphere and shaping public opinion.

Using a descriptive-analytical approach, this study examines the issues of
Ayandegan newspaper published in Bahman 1357, focusing on the period
from the Shah's departure from Iran to Imam Khomeini's return. The
research aims to analyse the media functions and role of Ayandegan as
one of the country's leading newspapers during the final two weeks
preceding the victory of the Iranian Islamic Revolution(January—22"
February 3", 1979).

The findings indicate that Ayandegan, benefiting from the relative
freedom of the press during this period, played an important role in
accelerating the collapse of the Pahlavi regime by extensively reporting
domestic developments, publishing Imam Khomeini's statements and
speeches, and directing public opinion towards the revolutionary
movement. Content analysis of the newspaper demonstrates that the press
functioned as an effective instrument for shaping social mobilisation and
exerted an undeniable influence on the course of the revolutionary
movement.

1 . sistant Professor, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Kharazmi
University, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author).

2 . Master's Student in the History of the Islamic Revolution, Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran.
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During this critical period, Ayandegan was not merely a passive observer
of events. Rather, through the selection, framing, and prominence it gave
to particular news stories, the newspaper emerged as an active
participant in the political process and made a significant contribution to
shaping public perceptions of unfolding events.

Keywords: Ayandegan newspaper; Iranian Islamic Revolution; media
function; Iranian press; Bahman 1357 (January—February 1979).
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