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A Critical Assessment of Reza Shah’s Rule from the Perspective of
the Members of the Fourteenth Majlis (1943—-1945)

Parisa Karimianzadeh', Hadi Vakili?, Abbas Sarafrazi?
Abstract

The Fourteenth National Parliament of Iran was the first relatively free
parliament to convene after the Fifth Majlis, following the collapse of
Reza Shah'’s dictatorship. It emerged in an open yet highly turbulent
political environment shaped by the presence of Allied forces, the
weakness of the central government, the newly established reign of
Mohammad Reza Shah, the disintegration of the military and security
apparatus, and the rise of diverse political factions. In addition to
addressing major strategic issues such as the presence of American
financial advisers, oil concessions, the withdrawal of foreign troops from
Iranian territory, and the Azerbaijan crisis, the Fourteenth Majlis
provided, for the first time in two decades, an opportunity for a critical
evaluation of Reza Shah’s rule. This study employs a descriptive-
analytical approach combined with quantitative and qualitative content
analysis. Its data were extracted from the verbatim proceedings of the 193
sessions of the Fourteenth Parliament (1943—1945). It seeks to answer the
following questions: Which aspects of Reza Shah's rule attracted the
greatest criticism from members of parliament? In which year was
criticism most intense, and which representatives, parliamentary factions,
or political parties were its principal proponents? The findings indicate
that the most frequent criticisms concerned the rubber-stamp parliaments,
the absence of freedom of speech and press, the performance of the
Ministry of Culture, tribal policies, the military, the Trans-Iranian
Railway project, and the Ministry of Health. The year 1944 witnessed the
highest volume of criticism. Among individual representatives, Dr.
Mohammad Mossadegh, representing the Independent Deputies' faction,
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emerged as the leading critic of Reza Shah, while the Tudeh
parliamentary faction voiced the largest number of criticisms overall.
Other prominent critics included Gholamhossein Rahimian, Seyyed Zia
al-Din Tabataba'i (National Will Party—Homeland Faction), and Ali
Dashti (Justice Party—Independent Faction). These criticisms not only
reflected the spirit of political liberalization that followed Reza Shah's
abdication but also functioned as a means of reconstructing political
legitimacy in contrast to the previous regime.

Keywords: Reza Shah; Fourteenth Parliament, Pahlavi II; Parliamentary
Proceedings, Critical.
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