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Intellectual and Cultural Foundations and Principles of Modernist Islamic
Organizations after September 1941

Faride bavaryan’

Abstract

With the exile of Reza Shah in the 1940s, a climate of freedom prevailed
in the country, providing a broad and valuable opportunity for the return
of religious forces to the political and social arena.An opportunity that
allowed them, like the leftist and nationalist movements, to repair the
damages of Reza Shah’s rule and resume their activities. Considering the

significance of the Islamist movement, the present study seeks, through a
historical approach and using a descriptive-analytical method, to
examine the intellectual and cultural foundations and principles of a
portion of this broad movement. This segment, known as the ‘“religious
reformist movement,” has manifested itself in the form of modernist
Islamic organizations. Organizations that were the product of this
group’s thought in the arena of Iran’s tense political and social
developments during that period. The findings of the research, utilizing
library, documentary, and periodical resources, indicate that:
Prioritizing cultural activities, these organizations sought to make
religious pamphlets, newspapers, and magazines accessible to the
general public, especially in the Islamic world, in accordance with the
needs of the world at that time. They also aimed to adapt Islamic
advocacy and propagation to the requirements of the era. In doing so,
while reviving the customs and traditions of religious modesty, they
addressed various forms of irreligion and combated despotism and
colonialism.

Keywords: Religious reformist movement, Reza Shah, colonialism,
despotism, cultural activity.
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https://hawzah.net/fa/Mostabser/View/63943/
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