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Analysis of the Representation of Iranian National Identity in Novels
After the Islamic Revolution, Based on the Document of National
Identity Components

Hamidreza Ghanooni '/ Parvin Gholamhosseini’

Abstract

This research aims to examine the representation of Iranian national
identity components in a selection of Persian novels published after the
Islamic Revolution. The study encompasses five prominent novels from
this period: Jazirah-ye Sar-gardani by Simin Daneshvar, Kolidar by
Mahmoud Dowlatabadi, Sag va Zemestan-e Boland by Shahrnoush
Parsipour, and Khaneh-ye Idrisi-hd and Do Manzareh by Ghazaleh
Alizadeh. These novels were chosen for their narrative capacity and the
prominent presence of intra-textual identity components. Employing
qualitative content analysis based on the “Document of Iranian National
Identity Components,” this study analyzes elements related to Iranian
cultural and Islamic identity within these works. Relying on the
“Document of Iranian National Identity Components” and Norman
Fairclough’s critical discourse analysis approach, the research focuses
on linguistic and semiotic mechanisms to investigate the representation of
components such as anti-colonialism, nationalism, defense of the
homeland, and unity among subcultures in the narrative texts.
Subsequently, evidence extracted from the novels is analyzed across
Fairclough’s  three levels of discourse analysis -description,

interpretation, and  explanation -to  illuminate the formation,

transmission, and consolidation of national identity discourses within the
narrative structures of the works. The findings reveal that each novel,
through narrative mechanisms, character archetypes, and the

1 .Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran, (corresponding Author)

2 . Postdoctoral Researcher in Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, Lorestan University, Lorestan, Iran.
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representation of social actions, elucidates the role of literature in
explaining, shaping, and contesting diverse identity discourses in
contemporary Iran.

Keywords: Contemporary Persian Novels, Identity Representation, National
Identity Components, Iranian-Islamic Identity, Cultural Cohesion.
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