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The Role of Left-Wing Fiction Literature in the Spread of Guerrilla
Ideology and Armed Struggle Against the Pahlavi regime: A Case
Study of the Organization of Iranian People's Fada'i Guerrillas.

Saeed Yaghoobi' /Seyed Mostafa Abtahi’ / Seyed Mehdi Mirabedini®

Abstract

With an emphasis on the relationship between literature and politics, the
main objective of this article is to examine the influence of fiction

literature on the Iranian communist movement following the 14or coup

d'état. Domestically, political repression, extensive American influence,
and land reform policies, together with the radical student movements of
the 1471+s in the international arena, and ideologically, the influence of

Latin American Marxism—which reduced the role of the proletariat to
that of small guerrilla nuclei—provided the grounds for revisionism and
the rejection of the peaceful and civil methods of struggle advocated by
paternalistic parties such as the Tudeh Party and the National Front in
their opposition to the Pahlavi regime. As divisions emerged within the
Iranian communist movement, the Organization of Iranian People's
Fada'i Guerrillas, which represented the armed-struggle tendency within
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the movement, initiated its violent revolutionary campaign. However,
another ideological variable that has largely been overlooked also
influenced these armed struggles. This article seeks to answer the
following question: How did the themes of fiction literature contribute to
the spread of guerrilla ideology and the intensification of armed struggle
among guerrilla movements, particularly the Fada'i Guerrillas, against
the Pahlavi Il regime? Using a descriptive-explanatory and documentary
research method, the study argues that the themes of left-wing fiction
literature in both Iran and the wider world, through a synthesis of
Romanticism, Critical Realism, and Socialist Realism, portrayed class
antagonism between the poor and the wealthy and, by creating fictional
heroes or redefining real heroes through the politicization and
antagonization of the self-other relationship, contributed to the
intensification of armed struggle among the Fada'i Guerrillas. The
thematic foundations of left-wing fiction literature—often referred to as
guerrilla literature—constituted an influential factor in the theoretical
foundations of the organization and served to justify armed struggle.

Keywords: Fiction Literature; Guerrilla Literature; Romanticism; Critical
Realism; Socialist Realism; Guerrilla Ideology; Organization of Iranian People's
Fada'i Guerrillas
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