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Military Relations between Iran and Italy during the Pahlavi Era

Nessa Ganji Ali Asghar Rajabi’

Abstract

Military relations between Iran and Italy during the Pahlavi era have
received little independent scholarly attention, despite their significant
role in the military and diplomatic transformations of the twentieth
century. The central problem addressed in this study is to identify the
factors that fostered the expansion of Iranian—Italian military
cooperation and to assess the place of these relations within the foreign
policy and defense strategy of the Pahlavi state. The main research
question asks: what were the objectives and motivations of both sides in
establishing and sustaining these ties, and how did such cooperation
affect the military structure of Iran? The hypothesis advanced here posits
that Italy, lacking a colonial legacy in Iran and possessing notable
technical and industrial capabilities, was regarded by the Pahlavi regime
as a suitable partner, while Iran, conversely, offered Italy a strategically
important market for its military industries. Findings, based on archival
materials in Iran and lItaly alongside library sources, indicate that
military relations evolved in two major phases: the first under Reza Shah,
centered on naval training and the purchase of warships; and the second
under Mohammad Reza Shah, marked by the expansion of specialized
training, large-scale arms contracts, and the transfer of advanced
technology. These collaborations not only strengthened Iran’s defensive
capacity but also consolidated Italy’s position in the Middle Eastern arms
market. The study concludes that Iranian—Italian relations during the
Pahlavi era exemplify the intersection of foreign policy with military
modernization and the mutual exploitation of geopolitical opportunities
within the Cold War context.
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