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Anti-Peasant Policies and the Expropriation of Rural Lands by the
Military during the Pahlavi Era: A Case Study of Mohammad Reza
Shah's Reign

Ensieh Baseri’

Abstract

“In many traditional and even modern societies, land ownership has
consistently served as one of the most significant indicators of wealth,
power, and socio-political influence. In Iran, throughout the Qajar and
Pahlavi eras, land ownership played a decisive role in the power
structure and the distribution of resources. With the rise of Reza Shah, the
conditions of land ownership underwent a drastic transformation.
Through the widespread usurpation of agricultural lands and pastures,
Reza Shah and his associates consolidated the control of these valuable
resources in their own hands. By transferring a large portion of the
confiscated lands to officers and the military apparatus, he facilitated the
emergence of a landowning class loyal to the state. Continuing his
father’s policy, Mohammad Reza Shah granted the military the authority
to seize and possess lands; consequently, a significant portion of
resources and properties was placed at the disposal of the armed forces,
thereby strengthening their role in the country’s power structure and
economy. Utilizing the Marxist theory of land ownership and the
landlord-peasant system, this research examines the causes and methods
of land seizure by the military during the reign of Mohammad Reza Shah,
and addresses the question of the extent of the military’s involvement in
the illegal acquisition of land during this period. The methodology of this
article is descriptive-analytical, based on historical documents and
evidence.”

Keywords: Land grabbing Military Mohammad Reza Shah- Peasants-
Power.

1. Phd student of Iranian history after Islam, Department of History, Faculty of Letters
and Human Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran.
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