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The Dialectics of Heroic Ethics and Everyday Life:
From Expectation to Revolution
A Case Study of the Subjective and Objective Worlds of Cinematic Heroes
in Iran, 1956-1978

Sona Qajar?

Abstract

This article, drawing on a structural semiotic approach, examines the evolution
of heroic ethics in Iranian cinema between 1956 and 1978. A comparative
analysis of five selected films (Lat-e Javanard®, Ganj-e Qarun, Qeysar,
Gavaznha®, and Safar-e Sang®) demonstrates that the pattern of heroism
transformed from individual action based on personal honor and deterministic
heroism to collective action grounded in participation, structural resistance, and
agentic, revolutionary heroism. This transformation represents not merely a shift
in character portrayal but reflects objective societal changes and the
displacement of dominant and marginal discourses. In this analysis, Lacanian
psychoanalytic theory of fantasy, Georg Lukdcs’s concept of the collective hero,
and Jean Duvignaud’s sociology of action are employed to show that pre-
revolutionary Iranian cinema, as a reflection and recreation of collective
fantasies, played a significant role in shaping the moral and political
imagination of its spectators.

Keywords: heroic ethics, structural semiotics, fantasy, pre-revolutionary
cinema, social objectivity
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