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The Inability of the Imperial Guard to Contain the Islamic Revolution of
1979; An Analysis of Structure, Function, and Collapse (According to
Historical Documents)

Mohamadali Nemati*

Abstract

The Islamic Revolution of 1979 is one of the most important contemporary
events in Iran that transformed the political structure of the Pahlavi government.
One of the important military institutions of this period was the Imperial Guard,
which was known for its duty to protect the Shah and the royal palaces.
Accordingly, the present study seeks to examine the performance of the Imperial
Guard against the Islamic Revolution using a historical method and the use of
archival documents and library resources. The article seeks to answer the
question of what role the Imperial Guard, as one of the security pillars of the
Pahlavi government, played in the confrontation with the Islamic Revolution and
what factors led to its collapse? This article examines the performance of the
Imperial Guard in the years leading up to the Islamic Revolution using a
historical method and a descriptive-analytical approach. The findings show that
this institution, despite special training and advanced equipment, was unable to
effectively confront popular protests and ultimately disintegrated and dissolved
due to weak command, lack of popular support, and the gradual penetration of
revolutionary ideas among the forces. This collapse was also a symbol of the
decline of the authority of the monarchy.

Keywords : Imperial Guard, Pahlavi, Army, Security, Islamic Revolution.
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