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The Khuzestan Crisis in 1979
(Focusing on the Role of Domestic and Foreign Factors)

Ruhollah Sharifi Marjeghali'/¥aghoub Khazaei?/Abdolrafi Rahimi®Bagherali Adelfar*

Abstract

The Khuzestan crisis of 1979 is one of the significant discussions that laid the
groundwork for the Iran-Irag War. The Iraqi government, along with other Arab
states, entered this crisis with the backing of the United States, intending to
exploit the situation. Their goal in entering the Khuzestan crisis was to
disintegrate this oil-rich province and annex it to Irag. Therefore, in the early
days following the victory of the Islamic Revolution, Iraq and its allied states
established the “Arab People’s Political Organization” and supported it and its
aligned groups. The role of “Sheikh Shubir Khaghani” and his coalition with the
Arab separatists is also noteworthy in this crisis. The actions of the Arab People
created duality and conflict in Khorramshahr and increased tensions. In such
conditions, political delegations were sent by Imam Khomeini and the
provisional government to Khorramshahr for negotiations; however, no results
were achieved from these talks. The continuation of the crisis led to severe
clashes on Wednesday, May 29, 1979, during which the Arab People’s
movement was temporarily suppressed. Yet, this was not the end of the story,
and following the events of that day, the Arab People made greater efforts to
dominate Khuzestan and Khorramshahr, leading many families to migrate from
the city. While no one held hope for the end of the crisis, the Arab People’s
forces killed the protectors of Khorramshahr’s security, and with the events that
followed, everything changed, and the Arab People’s crisis came to an end
forever. Sheikh Shubir Khaghani was respectfully exiled to Qom, and the
support centers of Iraq for the Arab People in Khuzestan were also shut down.
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This article, using a descriptive-analytical method and drawing on documents,
newspapers, and books, examines the ups and downs of the Khuzestan crisis in
1979, focusing on the role of internal and external factors. The main question is
what trajectory the Khuzestan crisis followed from its formation to its
conclusion, and what was the role of internal and external factors in it? It seems
that the role of external factors, especially the Iragi government and certain
local and regional causes, was influential in the emergence of the Khuzestan
crisis.

Keywords: Khuzestan, Khorramshahr, Irag, Sheikh Shubir Khaghani+ General
Madani
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