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The Impact of the Pahlavi Government’s Cultural Policies on the
Evolution of Fiction Literature,1925-1979

Elham Masoumi Nejad'/ Mohammad Tohidfam'/ Maryam Esmailifard™/

Ali Ashraf Nazari*

Abstract

Despite the importance of cultural policies in shaping the flow of Iranian
fiction during the Pahlavi era, this issue has been less analyzed. Most
previous studies have focused on the analysis of literary texts and have
not paid sufficient attention to the role of cultural policies in changes in
the production and content of literary works. This research aims to
examine the impact of the cultural policies of the Pahlavi government
(first and second) on the flow of Iranian fiction and analyze the changes
in the production and content of literary works under the influence of
these policies. Also, a detailed comparison has been made between the
cultural policies of Reza Shah and Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and their
impact on fiction. One of the innovative aspects of this research is its
focus on cultural policy rather than the mere analysis of literary texts.
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The analysis of this research is conducted within the theoretical
framework of cultural policy. The analysis of this research is conducted
within the theoretical framework of cultural policy-making. The research
question is how the cultural policies of the era of Reza Shah and
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi affected the flow of Iranian fiction and what
changes they created in the production and content of these works. The
hypothesis of this research is based on the fact that the cultural policies of
the Pahlavi era, focusing on nationalism, modernization, and control of
cultural institutions, led to the formation of new literary movements while
limiting social and political criticism in Iranian fiction. The method of the
article is historical-analytical. In this method, archival sources, historical
documents, and reliable secondary sources such as books and scientific
articles have been used as primary data.

Keywords: Cultural policies; Reza Shah Pahlavi's government;
Development of fiction; Iranian fiction, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi.
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