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Explaining the role of Tehran's clergy in the formation and
expansion of the Islamic revolution based on the theory of

collective behavior of Neil Smelser (1340-1357)

reza yousefi '/ ali ghofrani”

Abstract

Neil Smelser's theory of collective behavior specifically analyzes the
factors that influence the formation of revolutions in different
societies. During the Iranian Islamic Revolution, some important
social institutions, such as Tehran's clergy, played a prominent role
in the developments of this great event of the next century.
Mohammadreza Shah Pahlavi, by pursuing modernization policies,
created the necessary structural conditions for the movement of
Tehran's clergy. The approval of the state and provincial
associations bill was one of the key measures that started the
clergy's campaign activities and as a result, structural pressure was
created on the regime. The clergy of Tehran also started the stage of
expanding public beliefs and activating the society by expanding
their combative thinking and generalizing their beliefs. With the
occurrence of tension-causing events such as the confrontation
between the government and the clerical institution, these
institutions activated the stage of mobilization and charismatic
leadership, especially after the election of Imam Khomeini (RA) as
the leader of the revolution. The formation of the leadership and the
expansion of the Tehran clergy's struggles, especially under the
leadership of Imam Khomeini (RA), caused the ever-increasing
expansion of the revolution. As a result, conditions were created
where the regime could not maintain social control and apply more
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repression. In this space, the collective behavior that can be
analyzed according to Neil Smelser's theory, emerged dramatically
and ultimately led to the Islamic Revolution.

The findings of this research show that Smelser's theory of
collective behavior is fully compatible with the formation process of
Iran’s Islamic Revolution and the essential role of Tehran's clergy in
it. This research was done with descriptive-analytical method and
using documents, newspapers, diaries and library resources.

Keywords: Islamic revolution, Neil Smelsar, theory of collective
behavior, clergy, Tehran, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi.
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