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Abstract

The axis of American foreign policy in the 1940s and 1950s was based on
economic, military and technical assistance to the nations of the third
world. Countries that had a more sensitive position in terms of geopolitics
and geostrategy in the equations of the present and the future; In addition
to increasing the influence of America, to prevent the danger of these
countries falling into the abyss of communism. The idea of "threat of
communism™ gave coherence, direction and strategic importance to the
foreign aid program of the American government and foundations in
advancing the American foreign policy. The educational efforts, cultural
and development aid of American foundations in third world countries
were complementary to the foreign and financial aid of the American
government. The conditions of the Near East Foundation's entry into Iran,
the effects of its development activities on the rural development of Iran,
and the examination of whether the policies and activities of this
foundation are regulated by the foreign policy of the American
government in Iran, is the issue of this study. which has been done with
the method of historical research analysis and based on documentary
sources.
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The findings of this research show that while the Near East Foundation
introduced its principle as "cultivation of good will and self-help of
villagers”, American President Truman identified the Near East
Foundation as "potential for strengthening the broad strategy of
containment” (Soviet Communism) and created a reciprocal relationship
with it by providing financial support. The foundation faced the pressure
of the American government to accelerate special development programs
approved by the US Department of State, which led to a deviation in the
primary goals of the foundation.

Keywords: Near East Foundation, Second Pahlavi, Truman's Four
Principles, Communism, Rural Development, Agriculture.
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Observation og Change in Iranian soldledin, o ol LS e Yy
Agriculture

op i) € Lo T o P
The observable changes in agricultural Sl 51 4olinlys;p LS ), 3 831 iy < Ypos
practices and in the application of ,.;,.x,..qKA,L,JJ,{.. PIETY V0N [ RNTORS }f | SRR R o

modern techniques in agriculture during =y

the past three years in Iran does in general <-4 5q?JL’uP“5dt“"f-"J'Js'q|"¢-""}"-“‘
appear to have been limited in scope. sl giisbadiale i
However, when viewed from the perspectivd"l‘ e Syl el lo buls LS Il Loy e
of a foreigner acquainted with Iranian Ll has 559 LSy 00055 Ly Lo o) by 0y 280 0, L0 051
agriculture for four years, away for S il
three years, and then becoming reacquain- 6{"« t.ﬂ-‘)lt""‘“')“"',‘fvs“ Al &9
ted with Iranian agricultural problems and , ,. Lo e ilakety 2 Gt RN [ o L
practices at the present time, there is a b J ‘-‘J""L’ o l“"l‘—u v ‘;
substantial amount of evidence that con-

siderable progress has been made during the

past three years,

The mechanization of Iranian agriculture redytgl sl e Jle ol 5L Has oK
presents a tangible and striking example ol bl b bty ol o551 YymSypyi
of rapid progress in agricultural technique. ol bl gl by el i e
The agricultural areas around Tehran, the ‘;,‘x‘la.l..l.‘..J' ‘p»' S o @y o g€ k.2
Khuzistan and Gorgan areas are perhaps s wd.;,d ”‘-’
outstanding in this respect. In the M JLysekopylole, Kalia o Solalas e,
Varamin Plains area, where Near East = a 1T 4 Sy
Poundation began its demonstrations in 1946, C"’“‘JfL"JJ;’LT"'b”Jl’J”JwL”
there were no tractors. By 1955, six s \\,.JL_)_..Q‘_-_L.,-J’_,_”,{L;,&_;,_.}‘W]”
tractors were located in the whole area.

By 1958, 11 tractors were in the area and Slaat VoAl o0 350, Byl afan s el
most of these operated under the guidance SR, o AN hat e "
of the Varamin and Jajerud cooperatives, l!"“"""*"l;""“‘ul"f"""x""” slopSle
at the presu':t time 28 tractors are working . RT-T | FUTS SRS PSRN q:,l..:g LS,z
in the Varamin area and most of these are

owned by private individuals. Other areas L5 8ol syrsnymly, 38z allaio¥A ol b0
undoubtedly have advanced toward mechani- b LR e 3F i T
zation on a similar basis. A problem still "'Ul"bs""l’g Lagg 2 wxlawbiliyie 3
exists in this mechanization and the c Ll aslag; LSy of Geksyb, as ) el s Loy
tendency toward tractor operations., The .

village farmer still apears to be primarily 503 eolizulys;,lsyas ‘}-‘K-bn-’o'n';-'c):

interested in tractor work for deep . i - | tas S et
ploving, He has some limited interest im Jf s e bl S ""’I"i’ 'k
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discing and in threshing. To be profitable,suliz.lsS oF fpeyisy 35 clas by bl aiali.
a tractor must be kept working a maximum 1 o L AR

amount of the time. It would appear that J & by e 5,0l aige,y Sl npyazlo &) o S
much more education, demonstration, etc. g 2 Jo eulizol slicla slel s bt
is needed for the farmer to accept full <tore oz s LB o ls Lo ey
mechanization covering all of the agricul=- ,Sl5leslizulgia, ol pha ;LSS gkl
tural operations such as plowing, discing

harrowing, seeding, cultivating, weed O3S ol o9 dhl o"ﬂ—f--'o-’jr‘-ii'ﬂ
control and finally harvesting. Q'J"-‘LH-' Y el Segidtaestela) a2lopg sVl
In addition, mechanization does not nece- sy alie s Ladlasy Cgas

sarily lend itself to small farm operation. & i el >

It is conceivable that future land division  “roliclzsislaasl, a5, LSy o5 4ok asy o
plans might hold back mechanization. On | < . . la.. 1 o)} aaslio- ankesaed
the other hand, land division could do i < l"“"‘u‘r’" by Heaabiigy s
much to implement mechanization through eals z¥iws;,lsyaz 4}..;|S¢IA,J¢..|¢§..JJ;‘...E

cooperative efforts and joint usuage and 3 . b 5
credit operations. This is an area of Q’Kll‘bb"l" """‘J"L"‘v‘ l,.S).JS__.LL_ql,J,_.

agricultural technique that appears to s 008 ewkKenl o o)l PP 7 o
be worthy of further detailed study. (&gl S gwberl, ey Jb‘"‘ el
* pudabs oLl

The lack of sufficient water for the e 7
irrigation and production of agricultursl")&"’d’l""ﬂé‘ﬁ?‘”bﬂ'l‘l"u’w’-’ll"rsll""'T""'S
crops has been an age old problem in Iran. L. .. ocolon. s Aol il s
It appears that significant progress has J A= &',h“"]’ ko

been made topwards the provision of water -I—-,,'J-l—'\;-la-l_‘n.—roebc-‘_rJ Jl‘,'u‘..:,fcz_".f
during the past three years. The Dez Dam b ” < i 3

and the Sefid-Rud Dam will do much to J”“"“W%TQ‘TQ‘C'JJJ‘J"‘M‘D’J*JM“‘

alleviate shortage of water in those Ses Lo aloy 5 La olp ie aaltig i B )i aaya
areas. Both a shallow well and a deep well l'»,d‘;‘s besher apliye J >
program have been in progress in the Clils el soguis | aliad Ll syl 0

Varamin Plain during the past three years. . , % 2. 5me -a ? ¢
These programs are most valuable for the bl “*—L"r"Jlt-v-—«“FthS'ﬂL" “LJ"

production of additional sources of water. . IL & T solinely bis oo pl 51,28 S
However, it is distressing to note that ox T b < b
little of anything has been done relative o';-g',l-i)-‘q‘»&@é- .;y-c."c-'--l-"-‘-’;:- A
to proper and efficient utilization of ol e = 2 F
the water so produced. While this state- Ly "l“‘-"T L2l syt Bl oLy
ment is of pa.r?xc\'llar pex_'txnenc? to the ,o_;[‘_;T.;g_,J’{“,JI“,Jl‘_;I)JJ,-_,.J.ﬁ ol ) aulsl
Varamin area, it is applicable in other T ?
areas as well, Water is most often pumped -;j«h;ﬁ-'j,"-r&f“ﬁ*idl“lf-?& -.b,.",:dl.l,,
directly into open, unlined, gravelly or w PR A -

sandy bottomed ditches sometimes in excess 2% A2l e J"""T' pney Syl demoiy
of one meter wide, and pumped for distances . ey a3Sipde ) Lizme e dlie apas
of hundred of meters. The result is of e ,L‘ e e
course, a tremendous wastage of the

valuable water.
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It would appear that a sound program $.ls) o \ 5L 51 1 1L
of lining main water carrying ditches i-“l'o"l"} ekl o3, 1l b ol

needed. Experimentation and research JJJTWU:‘L‘;TLQ_‘L,)K.:‘kl,‘,A:I;,‘JIML
is needed on and for determining and 16w | S A
finding low-cost lining materials availe=!foie aiplulons, o &dlanyys 6,0l 05 e
able in Iran that can be placed with a_ . i P VL 1P O 100 | TRST o, Th s
minimum of technical knowledge by the “ ™ * > sl gt g il oy
villagers themselves. Near East Founda- ,lLole g ulayde casiianhs )l osy asla
tion is interested in this problem and s} 2 ] o e 3 "
will be most happy to cooperate in such » <= 2ol q-,f_,‘)-g‘le-'-\q.-!,—,,l..;l..,- -I-.AJfL'..: ],
a program. LREE-) RPN FUNPEX JOR IS e lls L

A second problem concerning irrigation k. Kc..lq:l,_z..jJJVE‘;,:,f..btm,l«B‘J&
water is in connection with its division B A ; . | i
or distribution to the land under the  OUANo Lol o iy wsspo)lols an oy
prevalent "buneh" system used in many £ } 2L T e il & A I
areas. This system gives rise to much =~ bl axe f i e
waste and mismanagement of water through—— WW&‘%JJ,S,\_TO:;”% sl
the philosophy that every "buneh" must " . Bl o A,
receive equal shares from the landlord,l"o"‘“"‘-""ﬂﬁl)wb"l—"""“ ) e il
regardless of whether or not such shares. .. (.| L5, 0o ) 25 i 0y25,5, 3
may be properly and fully utilized for s ‘”L‘)v”, SETHOTY "’J;'b‘
production. It is planned by Near East , lidyb;laylojte,sclop ol gyt fusjyin
Foundation that a demonstration of a changed oo D L R 5
system will be undertaken in the villages (= gw o’ exlipjllaley, o cpup bl
of Mamazan and Galeh Nou during the next), _ See Sk dag) 20 alaze a3ty petslel s us
few years. This "buneh" system of lancltj B2 0 bl
tenure as it now exists also has implica-sjls ysis l‘..:,,@; D A O N PR
tions as it may have a tendency to retard g S St ot
the success of land distribution programs. !l JQ"JTY“"‘-L"“’ el
Land distribution without corresponding A aleells ala o LSTSun o AR
water distribution can lead to serious oulles sloyth o el g ke
consequences. Care should be taken to @bl i il o -rTr.—-"-',o.pbt,é,.o‘lﬁl'.‘
adequately safeguard water rights and water o

. v} 7y . RS RN PESCRPRE

provisions for distributed lands.

LIEIOrLY | BRPUIIS) P ) 55055833 1
It has been difficult to observe any signi- Lo amiped gty o by o 35 535, 1, 5
ficant changes in the philosophies and ‘-’,-;J,-A-l-‘-:j&sjj,l_‘f\:.l,hol.n;,.'n,c..l4.:!4;@
ideas of village farmers during the past : s Lo
three years. In the main, the same saxls Ll 0 opy by del el sl Jy btz LT
customs and practices are followed as.| la.,s;, L5 LaJlae o 3013 0 00 = Yons
they have been for centuries. It is s s S 'Sfl‘u’u o
be hoped that the next few years will begin flinl ez ling ) LSl e yualas
to produce noticeable changes in this A R e Bk
regard. The activities and work of the J"“'I"“J‘-'GJ‘HLL""B“LQ'J‘J“"';I‘h"Jf"l‘
Extension workers, Community Development PN gt 35 eolizel 4, ams Loty ,, LSS
workers, and Agricultural School teachers Wights =lba gl o = 2
should begin to meke itself felt on a B v /o1 LRI FNUIY IRSE CSo) P
large impact basein the near future.

A literate farmer will be more able to
understand and be receptive to new
practices and improvements on old ones.

It would seem therefore, that all Agri-
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ol 53 (530S 5 Slamesl s 4 Olal 53 Koz sl sl ey s el s 315
alisen le.ﬁej? SEW ox}&ﬁ BE J\,‘.‘\.g U‘il LSJL:\ij‘ 3}:.33 O‘J‘.’.‘J) LS)JJLK Q‘}l}z? La

AT YAA LSTL) (¥ amis) 0Ll g slaS”



144 bs‘,l.«_;uJM:Jﬁbblﬁ"J)&‘QPJ}uJ\:}J’glﬂéu“t‘ﬁ

o~ @ . ®
5

o

In Gilan Ostan, particularly around Rasht, . < T P, e W) oy - I 9 Y
considerable progress is noticeable in the 23 i 015") )
quality of tea and tobacco production, as J,‘,,l{,‘-},—tﬁ,c--h-u ‘J|Jl1~‘TC-.5, C«is,oﬁadlr
well as, in the amount of those crops L) o wiiss “TEL BlE.s
raised. The special training courses % '& <= oremaiie plad cur el E s e o blics,
provided at the Agricultural Institute o a8 3 PO .
Center at Lakan for specialists in tea l"‘ R T G5
and tobaccom production is noteworthy imlecl* 5,005y spurylis, o 20y 5 bes ol <LK 8,0
this regard. As a casual observation, Sl e 5 g =¥ LA
it would appear that all conditions | disbyord bz i OM-‘J)’Lsu'J"BJ‘J""* "}”{V"fdf-
point very favorably towards an expansion Azl Case,l: s e b Lad o ana sl
of fruit and vegetable production in Gilan. 7 5959 Sin 229 e fl*
Demonstrations at the A.I.C. at Lakan ,%JELJhx'%M;JJJ:MJJrTfrJ'qo”*)“‘*
adequately bear this out. 4t is felt that PR ¥ o Ty o | Cifass -
the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry °W< =&lied Sy 2ty OB 3 tnys
of Education might both find it profitable Kapgyoolo-dan sele Jacs ! WSLelos,ls
and regqarding to use this Center as a 2 Ol Jefet oot sk

demonstration center for increased horti- ¢ sl
cultural production. Near East Foundation
would be pleased to assist in such an 5 LK) aolinal, OI,JJ)",,LKC.!,GJ L QKJ,L.‘

endeavor if possible.
[CI0 RPIFIOICS JE. P NN | BRRPURSSP It U Bap ) DS9S
Iranian agriculture and agricultural prac-—

O JCE SO | N B 1P | o)) o
tices have moved forward during the past el pysl Sty o olsbeb 2l o
three years. Present land distribution ,L,:.!,Jo..b ql,’a.'—rloJfl*.;l‘slﬁ\:." et dgu
plans and policies may have an accelerat-— 3 ) S
ing influence on this progress. To do S0, Alwm 4m3 e s * L2anhs LS ey he)l; (‘_;JI‘];
however, great care will need to be taken O § i R =
to provide for the village farmer or b ¥t drdete ks OF5 =3 ¢
distributee adequate safeguards for water, QL‘JL" air el a0 55 plS s La s L2l
credit managerial ability, etc. In other L _
segments of agricultural advancement, Sla oy i L S Ay G la Bl
education of the farmer must play a more $7e) azs o) e: =3.8 T
aggressive and important part. Agricul- €2 ‘““'—b‘""‘;"‘"uu‘:—"""”"”w
tural Normal Sclhools and Colleges must make anks, 565 ls ol 2oy adboee Wi a,ls
their instruction more practical and
applicable as well as theoretical. Research 'u;
become more and more important and it is
hoped will receive full and further support
of the Ministry of Agriculture.
e ol ol a0 ol Sls
To become a nearly self-sufficient nation GJ,, &7y 4 ol‘»’s 4

in agricultural production in these modern o—wbonls; sl e Ymm by 80,5
times it appears that the progress of .1 Fogs | = ..\1‘ < g2 0a .
Iranian agriculture and agricultural N eolandy siplse § ke fJ\‘ 2l
technology will need to proceed much faser LREEE {15 FE SR JCR] I RCHTOHORN WS sy B o )

than it has during the past three years

g7, Foukllor

illiam A, Fuller b el 0\
Director, Near East Foundation 2T,
e g'ﬁlJ"d‘-"P PP ER)
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