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The historical perspective of Freemasonry
in the second Pahlavi period

Amir Mohammadi'

Abstract

The roots of Masonic organizations in Iran can be found in the early
Qajar period. The structure and nature of these organizations are tied to
the historical developments of political philosophy and governance.
Freemasonry lodges started in Iran after September 1941 and the August
1953 coup. Masonic organizations, as hidden and shadow powers, have
had various affiliations and actions. The second Pahlavi period is the era
of real development of Masonic organization in Iran. Freemasonry in this
37- year period has hidden and contradictory dimensions and angles that
have been neglected throughout history. The purpose of writing this
article is to review, observe and explain the history of Freemasonry in
Iran during the second Pahlavi era. The researcher tries to answer the
ambiguities of the research with a descriptive-analytical method and in
the framework of historical studies and relying on archival and library
documents. The findings are that the Freemasonry organization achieved
an independent identity structure during the three decades of Pahlavi Il's
life and appeared publicly as one of the components of power. These
organizations had many functions in court relations and conflicts both at
the domestic level and as dependent elements of extra-local and global
powers. During this period, the sphere of influence of the freemasonry
lodges expanded to a national extent and the affiliated centers became
inactive and the paternities of power targeted and organized intra-
organizational relations.

Keywords: Pahlavi, Masonic lodges, historical explanation, Freemason.
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DIPLOME DE

sl ol A bl Sligind ale 4 25

14 DEGRE

SUPREME CONSEIL

DU 33¢ ET DERNIER DEGRE DU RITE ECOSSAIS ANCIEN ET ACCEPTE POUR LA FRANCE

(Supréme Conseil de France)

architecte de l'unibers

A\
& a la gloire du grand

SOUS LA VOUTE CELESTE ET LE POINT DU ZENITH PAR 48 DEGRES
50 MINUTES, 14 SECONDES DE LATITUDE NORD, ZENITH DE PARIS.

A nos Souverains Grands Inspecteurs Généraux,
Sublimes Princes du Royal Secret, Chevaliers Kadosh,
Souverains Princes Chevaliers Rose-Croix, Grands Elus,
Parfaits et Sublimes Magons, Maitres Secrets,

A tous les Magons du Rite Ccossais ancien et accepté
répandus sur la surface du Globe,

FAISONS SAVOIR :

Nous, Trés Puissant Souverain Grand Commandeur,
assisté du Puissant Souverain Lieutenant Grand Comman-
deur et des Souverains Grands Inspecteurs Généraux 33
et dernier degré du Rite Ecossais Ancien et Accepté
composant le Supréme Conseil de France,

AVONS ELEVE au grade de Grand Elu, Parfait
et Sublime Magon, 14° degré de notre Rite,

notre Trés Cher Frére
Manoucher TASLIMI

Voulant que ce Frére jouisse des avantages, droits.
prérogatives et honneurs attachés & ce Grade, qu'il en
Pt st g

exerce les en
Péal

des C
e liers de notre Ordre et
qu'il soit partout reconnu en cette qualité.

Lui avons fait délivrer le présent diplome diment
certifié, signé, scellé et timbré du sceau de notre Supréme
Conseil, pour constater & la fois le degré qui lui est
conféré et son inscription au contrle particulier de notre
14° degré sous le N° 4

Mandons et ordonnons a tous les Magons réguliers,
& tous les Ateliers de notre Juridiction,

Invitons tous autres Magons ou Corps maconniques
réguliers de tous Grades, au nom de cette réciprocité de
devoirs, d’amitié et de bienveillance qui nous lie et nous
unit, & le reconnaitre aux degré et titre énoncés et a
remplic envers lui tous les devoirs prescrits par les lois
de I'Ordre.

Fait et donné en séance du Supréme Conseil,

le 16 janvier 1969

Trés Puissant Souverain Grand Commphdeur

/
‘?‘é "LLU/@H/-V W

o (\f VL;:: XY am ) addld Je s ol 5l Jle Vl?’“J ax 5 lbel o(F) o les s

CAFTVe 2 daSTL) V488 @ 15 s 5ls s aded ez s

Grand Trésorier Général

UNDER THE CELESTRIAL VAULT BY 48 DEGREES, 50 MINUTES,
14 SECONDS OF NORTH LATITUDE, ZENITH OF PARIS.
To our Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, Sublime
Princes of the Royal Secret, Knights Kadosh, Knights
Rose-Croix, Perfect Elus, Secret Masters,

To all Freemasons of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite dispersed over the surface of the Globe,

KNOW YE THAT:

We, Most Puissant Sovereign Grand Commander,
assisted by the Puissant Sovereign Lieutenant Grand
Commander and by the Sovereign Grand Inspectors
General of the 33rd and last degree of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite constituting the Supreme Council
for France,

HAVE CONFERRED the degree of Perfect Elu,
14th degree of our Rite, upon our Dear Brother

Manoucher TASLIMI

Desirous that this Brother enjoys the privileges, rights,
prerogatives, and honours due to this rank, that he
exercises his powers in ¢ ity with the C i
General Regulations and Laws of our Order, and that
his rank be everywhere accepted.

We have delivered to him the present duly authen-
ticated diploma, signed, sealed, and embossed with the
seal of our Supreme Council, in order to declare not
only the degree conferred upon him, but its inscription
in the !Pegil aepi_x(er of our I14th Degree under the
Number 2

We command and order all regular Masons in all
masonic circles within our jurisdiction,

We request all other Masons or regular masonic
circles of all degrees, by virtue of the reciprocation of
attentions, [riendship, and kindness which unite us,
to recognise him as holder of the degree and rank
indicated above, and to accord to him all the rights laid
down in the laws of the Order.

Prepared and given at the meeting of the Supreme
Council held on January 16th, 1969

#| (upusbonon G

Puissant Souverain Licutenant Grand Commandeur

# | MUY

Grand Secrétaire Général

el <



™A

. :
ol sy a0 A
—.‘ - /

ol JRCEY S '{\ oolsting
cdair (otecix 0 G ‘*r A R 1
e aT— L.,.?J.... s gusl— o SDL e Sy
J-ﬂwﬁyw—;a;b_\' 9’(’/‘/'7‘\' d;l;-;b_\'
Slles a e G gaol o VY -&9, f/]'/\ ity eu\- -t
...................... ...—'-kli-'- olaMe _ y¥ s —— Q':&ch e

ke ) :
e— e Conaltda ...

f‘ 1 [ - - e
Y ;)/ L)gro—rey — DA 'vﬂ
EpCr Zte)io o 2 »Ja.»// 7y _,,/c,,.mor -
- C,Jda”c/ _‘_,.J/gd/ .....w,n T2 A
o gl J
o i 5 —(o"/ ra o“‘,p L )
PG 3 F sl Sis oac,,\,/ub,,,,, 3 _._&,/b
N, il
//2/«/.//0(,-)0 _.,/U,g 4‘/0“0//6}/4) d,}
/”‘/LMQ /}-J/Jr‘l”b G.//cl) P ‘v;/;ﬂ

¢\\! Q{M ..a/-‘,‘"//a’ G"Zr///' ] __.,,_/ ,JJ

035 S5k 0090 3 Al b NS (Al Sl

///\ g :.j fc‘d(fwdfﬂ/l‘?(/ '3-\'\—
ot |
Pty

O o) 5 VWRVNEIYA Ol s ol 3 cstle Sl el

5 C‘_,q“La;- (f) oJLA.ja Lw

(o VY YA & qhistorydocuments.ir <\ Y\/f\V:§A



\FeY U@U)JL@ A OJLM: ‘V”““ Jle c@y.wl u)\fu\ 6:1.'..«:' Qwu@l&qﬂ

% R Py SR N TOW S PR N FTER L P

b gty el dgd el | BT )

e Gl 0t ol ) g g Y 0 LY/ 1T/ ) Py =
ol iy g ety e la L lisl e g age, s B ELL S 5,
PERUIFS H R B PP 2O P T IER 1 Qo x e 1, A T |
v adlplags, ol s ipa, £l 450y,
,_.1,.,44.1,.:,1.;,4‘4.;5;‘4..!351,1.1..5.1._!.at,ﬁ.;,i -
iy e 0 T Gl ¢ gy Sl ot ) S JL25 et
p o ol il gl B gl o3 1S peled (mdh A p K, a0

[ SRR PN WSSRT! SRS TR 1 J01 Jr T S T
Wl a8 sl 5 3 0B e 1, 0 rd B0 menbimnsin
5 vt NI L ) e S i Sl ¢ Bl e
aasclaz L0 £y,

Sydal g BTy prbis B! a2 B3 i Tl — o
Ao e Sy I 0,19 8,0 g G e 2T s ppm bl

et
E iy S gL Gy laeg ol 8t BT —y
T ——— —t

g 11/ 12 /1) e p ek i) Al ale g syl bl

» Sl ‘#?‘”‘j&ﬂ"ﬂ“}‘ e g

(f\V'\f/99 J 6w.:ﬁ) d‘j‘l LSJ"}‘”L"‘J" L 4;’..,4‘3 C,Jj.) Coa Lgl..,a.ﬁ‘ (a) e_)l.q..':: Low

Yvy



vy £33 olay 0093 3 (6 Sselal B IS (b Slleie

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE ASSOCIATION, INC.

500 Riverside Drive, New York 27, N. Y.

March 31, 1960

Dear IHA friend:

We are happy to send you the latest issue of the NEWSLETTER, which
we hope you will enjoy.

A major event of the Association is the 1961 World Conference of
Houses and Centers. There are now International Houses in Australia,
Japan, China, India, Europe, North America. A large part of our effort
is given to helping establish more Houses and Centers. Currently there
are over a dozen university centers anxious to do their share with
international students. Our ideal - THAT BROTHERHOOD MAY PREVAIL -
is spreading.

If you wish to receive the NEWSLETTER regularly and keep in touch
with the IHA movement throughout the world, you may fill the enclosed
form. UNESCO stamps may be substituted for dollars, if necessary.

. Let us hear from you.
Very cordially,
/_,' "y AL e
Z('. IBTL o

Nikitas Chrysostom
Editor

NC/go
Enclosure: NEWSLETTER
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